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Book the Month Club---August Co-Selection 
(With Lawson’s Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo) 


Miller, John Origins the American Revolution. 
Little, Brown. August 1943. 519p. $3.50. 


1619 some English colonists established representative 
assembly Virginia. Because their descendants could 
never forget the fact, the American Revolution happened. 
that struggle economic grievances played important 
but secondary part. The colonists objected British 
mercantilist and tax legislation being ruinous Ameri- 
can economic welfare, but they opposed these measures 
chiefly the high political ground that the jurisdiction 
Parliament over Americans was sense whatsoever 
unlimited. Colonial assemblies, added the Western 
Whigs, are completely sovereign, though within the Em- 
pire. This was the main issue the American War 
Independence, issue dominantly political. The col- 
onists’ argument would, technically, have been the same 
the Stamp Act and Townshend duties had conferred 
nothing but economic benefits. The issue was political; 
the economic conflicts pointed it, but did not create it. 


Such the thesis this historical monograph careful 
and competent student our national origins. Alexander 
Hamilton Madison, explaining soberly and minutely 
the causes the Revolution, might have produced 
volume like this; for Professor Miller has achieved the 
happy fusion weight and lucidity which distinguishes 
the Federalist papers. Out these pages the facts come 
marching close-ranked, exact, and impressive, forming 
pattern Revolution which came not because Ameri- 
cans wished withdraw from the Empire, but because 
the Empire herself had withdrawn from her primeval 
concept the liberties English subjects. Hamilton 
phrased 1775, “the rights now claim are coeval 
with the original settlement these colonies” (p. 29). 


If, averred opponent, George III went school 
under the Whigs and ended stealing the textbooks, 
equally true that the Americans, schooled millen- 
nial tradition English freedom, ended lecturing their 
teachers. And the lecture was the beginning nation. 


Wars national independence have 
emerged unscathed from the X-ray chambers the scien- 
tific historian. The War Dutch Liberation, despite the 
eager attentions John Lothrop Motley, has, under the 
hands more modern investigators, displayed clear signs 
spiritual anemia. The Italian Risorgimento, lately re- 
appraised, shows disturbing evidences ideological ar- 
thritis. reassuring, therefore, read scholarly ac- 
count our own Revolution which reveals the struggle 
straight fight for local freedom the firm basis 
human rights: 
fought for the prevailing ideal was not free- 
dom but the maintenance the established order. 
the American colonies liberty was regarded 
the highest goal human effort (p. 167). 
Professor Miller presents new findings, but docu- 
mented synthesis fundamental factors, constructed with 
sound scholarship and restraint. His literary manner 
plain, many men the Revolution were plain. 
writing not for the general reader, but for the student 
specialist who, may fairly assumed, will sacrifice 
the Philip Guedalla Kenneth Roberts touch exchange 
for some keen, unadorned historical interpretation. 
The case for Britain awarded fair consideration. The 
author shows that the increased debts the Empire due 
the French and Indian War necessitated the imposition 
additional financial burdens the colonies. But the 
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efforts Grenville, Townshend, and North this regard 
were marked monumental impenetrability the 
counsels good sense. That say, they were stupid. 


The British Empire was lost well acquired 
state absence mind. After the Townshend duties 
had produced explosion the colonies that rocked 
the empire, many members Parliament wondered 
how happened that they had unwittingly lighted 
this train gunpowder (p. 250). 


The undoubted fact that the Imperial connection was 
forwarding, well impeding the economic prosperity 
the Americans, recognized Professor Miller, 
was recognized almost too well the Boston merchants. 
“The American colonies,” observes, “seemed 1763 
riding the crest wave prosperity and easily 
capable paying taxes the mother country” (p. 90). 
But the shadow that first House Burgesses James- 
town lay full athwart the critical decade which began 
1765. Wherefore George Washington, regretfully and 
would leave for Boston the troubled summer 
1775. 


The great gulf between British and American concepts 
freedom the eighteenth century sharply revealed 
the attitude the Rockingham Whigs toward the Ameri- 
can question. These were the English liberals the day; 
yet even Burke and Fox endorsed the Declaratory Act 
which asserted Parliament’s supreme control over the 
colonial legislatures. Pym Hampden, revisiting London 
1775, would have been lonely ghosts indeed. That, 
perhaps, was the real misfortune the England 
George III: the ghosts, and only the ghosts, the ancient 
free English tradition were there. 


But, England had her George III (with, unfortunately, 
Brutus!) America had her John 
Miller makes much Locke one the chief inspirers 
the Revolution. The fact, course, unquestionable; 
not so, however, the doctrine. Locke’s compact theory 
was very unsound basis for the American idea 
Republic, and Locke’s idea natural law was the scion 
bankrupt Deism. 


the author careful note, this was gentlemen’s 
Revolution. was moderate, even aristocratic. Mr. 
Henry Wallace’s Common Man had not yet been elevated 
the stature American political rallying cry, al- 
though was usefully employed fighting the military 
campaigns for the Hamiltonians. The Common Man 
could well afford wait for his turn; the important thing 
was first make nation. 


The author recognizes the importance American re- 
ligious independents forwarding the Revolutionary 
propaganda. noted, however, Professor Miller 
has not deemed necessary note, that the Congrega- 
tional and Presbyternian clergy tended exaggerate the 
right the subject rebel. 


was piquant fact that the Americans feared the 
alleged “Popish” tendencies the British Government: 


Many Americans concluded that the mother country 
was about return Rome and that American 
bishop the Church England might prove 
the Trojan horse which Popery would subjugate 
North America (p. 190). 
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This ghastly charge, may charitably trust, lightened 
some the darker hours Lord North. 


Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Literary Guild---August Selection 


Idell, Albert Centennial Summer. Holt. July 28, 
1943. 462p. $2.75. 


Centennial Summer novel based the life family 
Philadelphia during the centennial year, 1876. The 
Rogers family combination Pennsylvania Quaker 
and Italian nobility, combination that, say the least, 
does not lead ennui and boredom within the household. 
The story itself centered about the incidents family 
life, the impact national events family life, and the 
struggle between two sisters for one man. 


With the opening the story November 1875 
meet all but two the principal characters. Jesse Rogers 
the boisterously jovial backsliding Quaker father who 
his own eyes master his own self-inter- 
ested wife, daughter Italian count, Augustina Rogers, 
nominally Catholic, sharp-dealing, has spent twenty years 
really running the family without disturbing Jesse’s idea 
his own importance. Their four offspring fall naturally 
into the same two categories, the two eldest daughters 
being the Latin type, Teresina, beautiful, self-centered, and 
scheming for wealthy marriage; Julia, plainer and pious, 
mostly because her conviction that one cares for 
her. The twins, Henry and Georgina, are more like their 
father except that his joviality has them reached only 
the stage mischievousness. 


Although Jesse Rogers’s father had been wealthy (the 
reason Augustina Borrelli had married him) his shipping 
business had foundered but Jesse working for the Read- 
ing Railroad has achieved quite comfortable status that 
permits the family live well but not ostentatiously. 
Much this due Augustina who is, nothing else, 
competent housewife. The home life the family and 
their reactions life the Philadelphia that day are 
described the first chapters the book, the most 
humorous part and the most worth reading. 


all Philadelphians the approaching Centennial Exposi- 
tion was, course, the major topic interest. pre- 
tentious their day was our own World’s Fair, this 
event was attract people from all parts the world. 
Among them brought Teresina Lascalles (Aunt Zena), 
Mrs. Rogers’s sister, flirtatious and wealthy widow 
French merchant, and her handsome nephew, Philippe 
Lascalles, manager the French exhibit, with whom both 
Teresina and Julia immediately fall love. Aunt Zena’s 
advent into the family circle upsets all normal routine 
and especially Augustina who develops severe case 
jealousy over Jesse’s innocent attentions her sister. 
Philippe manoeuvered into engagement with Teresina 
which strained, however, when she treats him cavalierly. 
Then, through the machinations Georgina, Julia and 
Philippe are thrown together and finally elope. brief 
that the story. The major plot concerns the reader very 
little for the family interludes are far more entertaining. 
Mary and Martha, the servants, Father Duffy, the twins, 
the horses and dogs all combine portray interestingly 
humorous pictures family life. The book most alive 
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when Jesse the picture, especially when com- 
plemented his wife. 


There are three factors Centennial Summer which 
lend the book some value: draws interesting picture 
19th century urban American family life; its treatment 
humorous and entertaining; points moral that 
the self-seeking practicality usually attributed the Latins 
matters matrimonial not ideal. There are, the 
other hand, objectionable features the book, the most 
seriously offensive, the Catholic priest’s statement (p. 166) 
that any religion good enough lead Heaven; some- 
what less serious, the sisterly hatred engendered ro- 
mance; least all, humorous mention canine sex 
which some might the opinion this reviewer 
these things, they pointed out, not completely 
nullify the entertainment value the book for adults. 
for adults only, however, that recommended. 


Lin Yutang. Between Tears and Laughter. John Day. 


July 22, 1943. 216p. $2.50. 


You will lay aside this book with the feeling that you have 
been conversing long with one who knows you well, and 
one who has used the privilege friendship speak 
frankly. has said some things about us, the West, 
that have perhaps been hiding even from ourselves. 
Lin Yutang does not lecture us; fact, hardly raises 
his voice, but that only deepens the effect. the manner 
one who regrets the need doing tells some 
truths about ourselves. not bitter, though bitterness 
might easily pardoned. unsparing and fearless, 
principally, think, because Lin Yutang feels certain 
our friendship for him and his people. 


Lin Yutang knows intimately, and finds our manners 
nation rude the extreme. was bad manners, for 
instance, for President Roosevelt declare that were 
flying into China much Lend-Lease material ever 
traversed the Burma Road. was bad manners, because 
that statement contained joker for those who knew the 
facts. was equally unmannerly close the Burma 
Road, forbid Chinese soldiers defend their own 
natural frontiers Burma, confiscate Chinese Lend- 
Lease supplies India, General Wavell did, exclude 
Chiang from the Casablanca conference, rude 
the Chinese Military Delegation Washington. 


Our bad manners toward our ally, China, not inten- 
tional. the effect policy that have adopted 
more less unconsciously. China has been studiously 
ignored and relegated the status second-rate ally 
because this policy fits with the underlying strategy 
power politics played the Western Democracies. 
really England’s game and Churchill’s, but have 
been playing with them. The principles the Atlantic 
Charter are adequate and dependable basis for dur- 
able peace, but these principles are already branded 
one the initiators the Charter “fairy tales” and 
the discussion their application present already 
regarded “dangerous” (cf. And the United 
States, though she not truly imperialistic, follows the 
party line. 


After September, 1939, China could not get hairpin 
from Washington without British consent; everywhere 
she ran against British priority (p. 105). 


Lin Yutang 


This more than military strategy, indicative the 
deeper strategy power politics, which means the effort 
not only preserve national sovereignties, but empires 
the East, including Hong Kong British colony. 
From the point view imperialist strategy the block- 
ade supplies for China since 1939 superb and 
masterly (p. 113). 


The reason that Lin Yutang sees responsible for this 
attitude toward China the emergence China and 
Asia potential threat the supremacy the Western 
powers. This emergence “the one great single fact 
this war” (p. The western democracies, the prin- 
ciples power politics, are frightened the prospect 
strong China and strong Russia. This emergence 
means “the end the era imperialism” (p. The 
West must either plan for co-operation with Asia plan 
without and make ready for bigger and better war. 
“There will peace this world only when the English, 
French, and Dutch Empires collapse” (p. 145). con- 
tinue the line power politics means walking right 
into World War III, which will war subdue our 
former allies, Russia and China, with the assistance our 
former enemies, Germany and Japan. This not Lin 
Yutang’s prediction; prophecy the oracle 
geopolitics, Professor Nicholas Spykman (cf. pp. 20-21). 


Fundamentally there little choose between British 
imperialism (or the white man’s burden) and the doctrine 
Aryan supremacy. Both are systems power politics, 
and both envision future which the stronger nations, 
the western democracies, will impose their will the 
weaker nations unilateral action. Europe will impose 
its manners the Orient, not its morals, for longer 
has morals. will impose its way life; those 
tenets thinking, when applied Europe, have 
produced European chaos and bloodshed for centuries. 
The belief is, however, that when they are applied 
the world, they will produce World Peace. This the 
meaning the Europeanization the world” (p. 93). 


Our thinking has become amoral, because has suc- 
cumbed the influences materialistic sciences; because 
have attempted understand man only “fact” 
science. Spiritual values have disappeared; man has 
become meaningless. Western social thought either 
economics political science; not philosophy 
man. Since the “problems peace are the problems 
man and the nature man” (p. 59), there “almost 
normal condition living the present, applied 
the home, the nation, and the world” (p. 60). 

One symptom the disintegration moral values and 
ideas this modern world found the post-war 
plans for peace. World-organization built the 
principle force (or power-politics), according 
mathematical formulae. Neither force, history proves, 
nor mathematics, with due respect Mr. Culbertson, can 
give peace. 

Another symptom the same disease more virulent 
form found the world outlook the geopoli- 
ticians. Geopolitics kind philosophy and 
schauung, thing the mind, where Nazi scholar and 
anti-Nazi scholars meet and shake hands profound 
admiration one another” (p. 147-148). Professor Spyk- 
man draws Lin Yutang’s fire the most bitter denuncia- 
tion the entire book; his doctrines are Nazi, and his 
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book, America’s Strategy World Politics, the Ameri- 
can counterpart Mein Kampf (cf. 149). 


The series causes leading our present plight and our 
lack philosophy peace neatly summarized: 


war inseparable related power politics, power 
politics the naturalistic view human society, and 
the naturalistic view human society the influence 
scientific materialism and determinism upon the 
human studies and modern thought (p. 212). 


Peace the future world contingent upon return 
human values. Our determinism must rediscover freedom 
the will; our materialism must converted spirit- 
ual outlook; science must give place God, infidelity 
faith. China has never lost these values, and China has 
had peace. Lin Yutang offers Laotse and Mencius for 
our regeneration. 


Though over-simplifies such problems freedom for 
India, and the dissolution the colonial empires, and 
exaggerates, perhaps, the virtues his own people (there 
has been slack between their philosophy peace and 
their practice the virtue peace), the book highly 
recommended objective comment our neopagan 
way handling moral problems. Furthermore, quite 
fair compare China’s peaceful past and the war-scarred 
histories the Western Democracies, when China only 
recently has achieved that national unity which essen- 
tial the term “nation” understand and Lin 
Yutang uses That his own appreciation the spiritual 
values man, freedom, the soul, faith, God, vitiated 
agnosticism, does not alter the fact that must redis- 
cover those values international, national, and per- 
sonal scale. have had enough plans for the future 
world; time returned thinking. offer this book 
adults stimulus serious self-examination and 
constructive, thoughtful planning. 


Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton. 


River, Malta Story. Based the diary and ex- 
periences Flying Officer Howard Coffin, RAF. Dut- 
ton. July 26, 1943. 222p. 


The collaboration type war story which one 
group combatants tell their experiences corre- 
spondent who combination journalist-novelist-play- 
wright the literary phenomenon this war. far the 
public reaction terms sales has been good. Malta 
Story this literary genre but deviates from its prede- 
cessors including more fictional devices, particularly 
two involved love affairs, and including more pro- 
fanity and bawdishness. 


Aug. 13, 1941 American born pilot Howard Coffin 
flew off the aircraft carrier Furious, stationed 500 miles 
from Gibraltar, Malta 700 miles away. was one 
four Americans who had volunteered with the RAF, one 
200 pilots Hurricanes assigned the defense 
Britain’s island bastion Malta, located “directly athwart 
the sea and air routes between Italy and North Africa; 
and the Narrows between Sicily and Tunis which she 
blocks also the mid-point between Gibraltar and Cairo” 
(p. October 1942 Howard “Hody” Coffin was 
the only one left the Americans and one six the 
original 200 pilots. Those fourteen months were aerial 
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action packed; daily there were raids, often the score; 
almost daily cot the double rooms was empty and 
the occupants rooms shifted keep pilots 
pairs. “Rags,” the squadron commander, was adept 
morale-building devices; keen leader and human one 
supplied the tough core Malta’s air defence. 


Two groups are central Malta Story. The American 
pilots: Pete Steele, Eddie Streets, Don Tedford and 
“Hody” Coffin, were the hard-driking, adventure boys 
from the states who loved good fair fight. The Italian 
pilots gave that them, chivalrously stopping battle when 
guns jammed flying off when pilots bailed out burn- 
ing ships. From the Germans our pilots received differ- 
ent lesson, one machine-gunning the parachuting pilots 
and the Air-Sea rescue boats and the survivors bombed 
and torpedoed convoy ships. Still our pilots obeyed the 
rules. 


The other group was that the Maltese, typified the 
Grek family, who bravely endured thousands bombings 
but could not endure machine-gunning civilians. One 
Nazi pilot they captured was beheaded; another who 
dropped the sea was pierced through the neck with 
boat hook one the Grek girls, Lina. The same Lina 
fell love with Pete Steele, was loved Eddie Streets 
who finally gave his name posthumously her child 
unknown paternity. Through the spirit the Greks 
feel the valor the Maltese. 


The two love affairs revolve about “Jimmie” Turner, 
married WAAF whose husband had left England semi- 
disgrace. Pete Steele had gone madly love with 
“Jimmie” England; fictional type coincidence 
Pete was killed just before “Jimmie” arrived Malta. 
After her arrival Malta “Jimmie” began another affair, 
this time with “Hody” Coffin, despite the presence 
Malta her husband, another coincidence. chance 
bomb kills both Lina and “Jimmie” just before “Hody” 
and she had planned leave. the end the story 
“Hody” Coffin returning America. 


Malta’s resistance has been truly heroic. This account 
presents partial picture, chiefly through pilots’ eyes, 
the sufferings the Maltese. did only that would 
worthwhile. Intermingled with the tale the pilots’ 
brave deeds and the description the sturdy Maltese 
much profanity and vulgarity and glorification adul- 
tery and licentiousness, however, that cannot recom- 
mend the book any but mature readers. Malta Story 


Lesueur, Larry. Twelve Months That Changed the 
World. Knopf. July 26, 1943. 345p. $3.00. 

Twelve Months That Changed the World word pic- 
ture Russia war—not battles true but rather 
the Russian people, the way which they live, their 
understanding and reaction war and world problems 
and the Russian methods organizing the home front 
contributions total war. course must qualify 
saying that picture drawn foreigner who lived 
Russia but single year. Nevertheless Mr. Lesueur 
feels that from October 31, 1941 when arrived Arch- 
angel until October 22, 1942 when left Moscow 
acquired knowledge and understanding the Russian 
people that enables him write about them with cer- 
tain degree authority. Naturally Moscow corre- 
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spondent CBS and with rather irregular schedule 
broadcasting, Mr. Lesueur had plenty time study 
Russia and the Russians first hand.. Although jour- 
neyed from place place and spoke with all types 
people yet his book seems record mostly the attitudes 
and reactions the urban population and especially 
Moscow. 


When Mr. Lesueur arrived Archangel, having traveled 
from Scotland aboard convoy, Russia had surprised the 
world maintaining resistance for more than the ex- 
pected three months against Germany but seemed 
near her end when German armies rolled forward the 
famous winter drive Moscow. The author wangled 
transportation Kuibyshev, the provisional capital, but 
was unable reach Moscow itself until the German on- 
rush had been stopped and their armies rolled back 
the Russian counteroffensive. During the trip Kuiby- 
shev and then Moscow finally realized the immense 
reserve power and resources Russia and the planned 
organization that lay behind their mobilization and later 
utilization. 

Throughout his stay Russia Mr. Lesueur examined the 
officials with whom came contact and people from 
all walks life whom made his business meet 
and converse with. shows how all were totally mo- 
bilized communal effort directed toward winning the 
war with everything sacrificed for the welfare the army. 
Much the work had been taken over women who 
were well trained and efficient and had even achieved 
distinction upon the fighting front. Sacrifice was the key- 
note—a sacrifice which almost all shared with con- 
cessions made certain classes whose participation was 
important whose contributions were judged have 
special value. The author describes life Moscow, the 
food situation, the news and its handling, amusements, 
factories and their workers, schools and childrens organi- 
zations and many other aspects Russian life under war- 
time conditions. tells the battles for Moscow and 
Leningrad and finally the titanic struggle for Stalingrad 
which “superior Russian strategy, geography and the 
supreme devotion the Russian soldier” were responsible 
for Hitler’s failure strangle Russia holding the Volga 

and reaching the oil the Caucasus. Also described 

the constant Russian clamor for second front, which 

attributed Stalin’s desire have the Anglo-American 

combine police western Europe, and the dissatisfaction 

the Russians who, the keenness their suffering, have 

regarded the lagging Allied preparations the acme 

dilatoriness. the famous Willkie visit was also 

covered. The author does not seem too deeply im- 

pressed Mr. Willkie but feels that such jaunts are 

valuable that they reveal politicians the shrunken 

nature our airplane-girdled world and its effect upon 

future relationships between peoples. 


From his stay Russia Mr. Lesueur draws the following 
conclusions: that the Russian people are vital force 
reckoned with and general differ but little from 
Americans their fundamental abilities 
ties, that Stalin regarded benevolent strong man 
who good for the country, that our own type democ- 
will never evolve Russia, that Russia aims being 
both great European (through modified form Pan- 
slavism) and great Asiatic power but that for some time 
her major interests will lie the rebuilding and develop- 
ment her own resources and finally that the Allied 
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lack understanding Russian people and Russian 
problems must corrected the countries are work 
together harmoniously after the war. 


This not must book but valuable showing how 
the nationalistic spirit has been developed land whose 
former basic policy was one international revolution. 
indicates that certain extent Stalin has bettered the 
lot the people materially and that the German attack 
has welded the people together such fashion that 
they will potent influence the post-war world. 
also indicates that this people knows what wants and 
will drive toward its goals without any hesitation. With 
such immense developmental potencies, both human and 
material, Russia will power with which reckon 
and necessary that understand the Russian people 
and their position any sort lasting post-war better- 
ment achieved. Although the present book does 
not seem present really fundamental understanding 
the nature the Russian people yet showing their 
intensely ardent, self-sacrificing nationalism, whose results 
history already recording, does real service. Because 
its nature and content matter would seem best 
recommend the book only those above the high school 
level and possibly with some caution college under- 
graduates. 


Myers, Gustavus. History Bigotry the United States. 
Random House. June 25, 1943. $3.50. 


capacity for painstaking research Gustavus Myers 
evidently joined keen sense what the reading public 
would find timely and instructive the way historical 
revelations. 1909 published The History the 
Great American Fortunes, work that cashed the 
modern interest the history finance and the devi- 
ous ways which wealth may accumulated while men 
decay. His latest book, which devoted seventeen 
years investigation, and the complete manuscript 
which submitted his publishers but month before 
his death Dec. 1942, historical study the 
various manifestations bigotry that have disgraced our 
national life. The book appears opportunely time, 
when are more highly conscious than ever the evils 
inherent racial and religious prejudice and the un- 
just discriminations which gives rise. the grow- 
ing circle those who have recognized bigotry for the 
vicious thing is, Mr. Myer’s historical analysis 
should prove not only highly interesting but quite in- 
structive well. 


The story which has relate not pretty one nor 
prettily told. little humor relief recounts 
objectively the mean and sordid manifestations bigotry 
the United States from the founding the Colonies 
down the latest outbreaks racial and religious ani- 
mosity that disturbed the nation prior Pearl Harbor. 
And the story long one; save for brief interludes when 
the country was war, there were never wanting bigots 
nor, was often the case, out and out rogues, ready and 
eager fan the smouldering fires bigotry into devour- 
ing flame, order secure their political, economic, 
religious racial ends. 


When the first colonists came America, seeking free- 
dom conscience, chiefly for their own sect, they brought 
with them the prejudices against the Catholic and Jew, 


which they had inhereted with their culture. Their theo- 
cratic colonial governments lost little time importing 
the discriminatory laws, which implemented these prej- 
udices the home country. Even after the Revolution 
and the Federal Constitutional Convention, when clerical 
influence the governments the various states was 
being steadily weakened, Catholics and Jews still labored 
under severe civil disabilities. Until South Carolina for 
instance extended them the right suffrage 1790, with 
Georgia following suit 1798, Catholics had the right 
vote only three states, Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
Maryland. many the states Jew and Catholic alike 
were barred from public office either explicit law 
such devices test oath, which they could not take 
conscience. Not until 1876 did New Hampshire, the 
worst offender this respect, repeal the law forbidding 
anyone save Protestant elected Governor 
member the lower legistlative house the Senate. 
With the gradual disappearance these inequalitarian 
laws bigotry still remained active force the various 
political parties, effectively barring Catholics and Jews 
from elective offices. interesting note that Tam- 
many Hall, though eager gather the Catholic vote, 
refused name any them its ticket; this bigoted 
attitude led violent disruption one its committee 
meetings April 24, 1817, when Irish leaders insisted 
the nomination Thomas Addis Emmett for Congress. 


the civil disabilities, penalizing Catholics and Jews, 
were gradually removed, the forces bigotry continued 
active. the late twenties and early thirties the nine- 
teenth century anti-Masonic agitation gave rise numer- 
ous publications and the formation short-lived politi- 
cal party. The incitations Samuel Morse, the in- 
ventor the telegraph, who strongly advised the forma- 
tion anti-popery party, bore quick fruit the emer- 
gence the Nativists and the Know-Nothing Party, both 
which movements were directed against aliens and 
especially Catholics. swift succession there followed 
the attacks the Mormons, the appearance the Ameri- 
can Protective Association, the Klux Klan and various 
other organizations, down the Silver Shirts and the 
German-American Bund, which attacked Catholics, Jews, 
Negroes whatever other minority that happened 
meet disfavor the moment. The pattern these move- 
ments varies little, all. Posing the champions and 
defenders pure Americanism, and blithely ignoring the 
principles stated the Declaration Independence and 
established the Bill Rights, the organizers form 
secret society, whose purpose denounce and pro- 
scribe certain selected minorities, whom they rashly charge 
with being enemies our constitutional democracy the 
absence any real evidence. Having reaped certain 
measure political success and financial profit, the 
leaders rule find the movement disbanding they 
face investigation and the prospect jail sentence 
for misappropriation funds. 


writing the history bigotry the United States, 
laying bare the ignorance, misunderstandings, calumnies, 
errors and forgeries, upon which bigotry has fed, Mr. 
Myers has performed great service the Catholics 
this country and the cause goodwill and mutual 
understanding among the citizens the nation. writ- 
ing the case-history each these movements impar- 
tially and objectively has succeeded proving the 
utter baselessness most the charges which bigotry 
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ignorance pure malice has leveled time and again 
against the Jew, the Catholic and other minorities. What 
more, his recital the aims, methods and procedures 
bigoted movements has isolated and identified the 
symptoms which bigotry can recognized soon 
rears its head; and for the honest man more re- 
quired steeled against it. has pointed out the 
unhappy fact that bigotry not confined the illiterate 
and uneducated alone, that there bigotry which 
the scientist and evolutionist susceptible well the 
pious believer Fundamentalist. 


Realizing the need impartial objectivity handling the 
topic bigotry, has contented himself with narrating 
certain historical movements religious and racial prej- 
udice, their interdependence and the main facts concern- 
ing their nowhere attempts analyze the 
mentality the bigot, nor define the nature bigotry 
itself. Failure results certain obscurities, which 
mar his work. Thus fails distinguish between re- 
ligious bigots, such Samuel Morse, and unscrupu- 
lous scoundrels, who all appearances were bent 
nothing more than the acquisition notoriety, political 
power easy money exciting religious racial prej- 
udice. Moreover the absence any clear-cut definition 
what constitutes real bigotry the impression left that 
there error deserving rebuke, truth worth de- 
fending. The swift march events our own time has 
revealed all too clearly that there are false ideas which are 
intolerable and which must challenged and overthrown 


any cost. 
Jacklin, 
University Scranton. 


Baker, Dorothy. Trio. Houghton, Mifflin. July 1943. 
234p. $2.50. 


informal afternoon tea the trio are introduced: 
Pauline Maury, teacher the university, hostess 
graciously dispensing hospitality and receiving the adula- 
tion her guests for her book the decadent French 
poets, recently published; Janet Logan, young and prom- 
ising student the university, protegé Miss Maury 
with whom she makes her home; and Ray MacKenzie, 
another student who has been sent from the student em- 
ployment bureau assist serving the guests. 


Beneath the social ripple runs undercurrent tension 
which first evident when one the guests, the promi- 
nent Dean Kennedy, rather pointedly questions Janet 
about sick leave granted year before. The girl ap- 
parently unnerved, though Pauline takes her aside 
assure her that her fears are without foundation. The 
unaccountably strained relations between the teacher and 
student become more obvious, and Ray MacKenzie 
drawn into the maze, when and Janet begin meet 
secretly after their acquaintance the tea. 


The reader follows the story vaguely until finally the 
author discloses the inevitably unwholesome explanation 
the whole situation. Pauline Maury, through her 
prominent position, cultural veneer, and prestige 
author, has drawn Janet into the enslavement homo- 
sexuality. The sick leave the previous year had been 
arranged Pauline hide Janet’s mental illness which 
resulted from their unnatural relationship. The truth 
confessed Ray MacKenzie when proposes marriage 
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Janet, and the revulsion feels and shows convinces 
Janet that she must leave Pauline’s home and try re- 
gain her freedom. When she returns the apartment 
pack her clothes, she finds Pauline and Dean Kennedy 
upset over threatened law suit attending accusation 
that the outstanding part the text Pauline’s book 
had been stolen from copy manuscript the pos- 
session the accuser. Pauline bravely denies the charge 
the presence Dean Kennedy, but she later confesses 
Janet that she had plagiarized justifiably, she thought, 
the work very dear friend and admirer, now deceased. 
Janet’s last illusion destroyed, yet when Ray appears 
the scene demand that Pauline release Janet from her 
terrible influence, and Pauline pitifully crumbles with her 
whole world deception, Janet realizes that she cannot 
desert her. Janet and Ray are still arguing when they 
hear the shot from the adjoining room where Pauline 
Maury had committed her final act cowardice. 

The author cloaks vicious character academic garb 
and through her directs some very slighting remarks 
against the whole academic world and the church, both 
which, she states, have become “outworn 
society” (p. 181). The background most superficial, 
the characters abnormal; there nothing the story that 
may recommended any class reader. 


Book the Month Club---July Co-Selection 
(With Lippmann’s Foreign Policy) 


Benét, Stephen Vincent. Western Star. Farrar Rine- 
hart. June 26, 1943. $2.00. 


The two principal English colonizations America are 
pictured this, Stephen Vincent Benét’s last long poem. 


interwoven narratives, Benét tells the stories the 
Virginia and New England colonies, from first planning 
England and Leyden the gaining substantial foot- 
holds North America. For each colony, centers 
interest one person, and carries him through from 
childhood the completion his story. For Virginia, 
Dickon Heron, runaway Cockney apprentice, small, 
eager, curious, and bold, who survived pestilence and 
Indian raids, married merry and loving young wife, Alice 
Blount, raised family and cleared plantation, fall 
last beneath Indian hatchet. For New England, 
Matthew Lanyard, journeyman carpenter, Puritan 
through the influence his young wife, Rose, who died 
bearing him his second child. Matthew comes New 
England the Mayflower with his second wife, Rose’s 
sister Katharine, bitter, self-righteous Puritan, prospers, 
and retains, despite Katharine, the heroic 
devotion that was the best feature Puritanism. 


Like the long poem that won Benét his fame, John Brown’s 
Body, Western Star written mixture styles— 
many kinds versification, and often verse that 
hardly distinguishable from prose, sound feeling. 
Intense interest, however, sustained throughout, and 
the interweaving narratives and shifting scenes, Vir- 
ginia England New England and back Virginia, 
never causes moment’s confusion. Among the better 
known historical figures that take their places the 
stories, most vivid are Raleigh the Tower, bitterly com- 
menting the Virginia colonization; John Smith, “the 
chimera”, gigantic hero his own tall tales, and almost 
equally gigantic hero fact; and Miles Standish, never 
uritan, winning the respect and obedience those 


Benét Pierson 


fiercely fanatical men sheer soldierly excellence, good 
sense, and probity. Smith, particular, adopted 
Benét typical the spirit that made America, the 
follower the western star: the brave braggart, the ro- 
mantic businessman, the sentimental humorist, the prac- 
tical adventurer. Characteristics that stand out this 
depiction John Smith are equally characteristics 
Western Star poem, has sweep and grandeur and 
romantic feeling, strangely consorting with solid sense and 
careful justice. 


Typical this feeling for justice the handling the 
question the Indians. While depicting vividly the 
horror massacres colonists Indians, Benét does not 
lose sight the main point, that the Indians, essentially, 
the right, and the colonists the wrong. “Hear 
the words,” savs, “for now the long wrong begins and 
the long wars, and they were men, not demons, that 
broke, for the good land and the sweet waters and the 
corn.” Human sympathy never lacking Benét’s 
treatment both sides this and other conflicts. 


sad know that this but the beginning pro- 
jected long work, that now will never written. For 
Catholics, particularly, there must regret that the story 
the Maryland colony given more than sym- 
pathetic comment, while, the projected longer work, 
seems reasonable suppose that would take much 
larger place, and might perhaps have put before the gen- 
eral American public, effective form, picture the 
formation America which the vital contribution 
Maryland religious toleration would take its just posi- 
tion the foreground. Also, one longs for the pictures 
Benét might have given that great patriot bishop, 
John Carroll, and the other Carrolls, had carried his 
story revolutionary times. 


From moral point view, the book recom- 
mended adults rather than children adolescents. 
sound and wholesome, but contains some free and 
easy Chaucerian language and incidents that would not 
good for those whose minds might tend fasten and 
dwell upon them, magnifying them out the proper 
proportion they bear the book. 


consideration Western Star not complete without 
some mention the two three excellent lyrics inserted 
it, and the fine ballad Jack the Feather. Best 
the lyrics, perhaps, the song sung Alice Crews, who 
was Alice Heron, that begins: 


Living and dead 

And the white cloud overhead 
And the grass new. 

The child, born for the care, 
The breast give there, 
These things are true. 


Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


Pierson, Louise Randall. Roughly Speaking. Simon and 
Schuster. June 26, 1943. 332p. $2.50. 


Roughly Speaking the author’s story her own life 
which took unlooked for direction early her tenth 
year when her father died and his family, for whom 
provided “only the best”, were reduced poverty. Louise 
received the news matter course she did all the 


Index 


upsets that were follow her through very turbulent 
life, life she hilariously recounts. 

Louise was among the first the young women sent 
forth from Simmons College pioneers the business 
world. Her first job took her away from her home 
Quincy New Haven. She was elated with the pros- 
pect career, she decided never marry. The job 
didn’t last, and though another soon followed, Louise had 
fallen love, and she was ready marry and support 
her husband, nor could she understand Rod’s objections. 
She gave her job and was married New York, but 
she was not long satisfied stay home and keep house, 
she undertook another job before she finally settled 
down raising family. 

Life was far from settled, however. their family in- 
creased, Louise was determined that Rod should seek 
more responsible position, she seeks for him. The 
efficiency with which was being managed, his wife’s 
calm acceptance the failures that him seem tragic, 
and the alarming results progressive education his 
children, were more than Rod could stand. “If died,” 
said, “you’d regard another way develop your 
character” (p. 134). Louise’s amazement asked 
for divorce. 

Louise’s second husband was enterprising she. They 
bought house; they bought yacht; they bought green- 
house. They had plenty money and they made more 
money. Then 1929 they lost all. But the determina- 
tion educate the children searched out every possi- 
bility for raising money was needed, and the sense 
humor that could always enlarge the funny side made 
life seem anything but serious. The entire family shared 
the almost incredible experiences that entered into their 
earning living. Louise, who had been crippled since 
childhood result infantile paralysis, had the same 
spirit her mother and could always find way help- 
ing out; like her mother, she usually found the very 
startling way. They sold ice cream, plants; they opened 
restaurant; they operated parking lot near the grounds 
the World’s Fair. the story closes, they are engaged 
defense work. 

The author’s style good. Interest and entertainment 
seldom lag. The reader will laugh over the many stories 
and anecdotes that fill the pages. There evidence 
the slightest restraint the telling. Profane language 
and crude expressions are all reproduced. Inherent, too, 


Best 


the deliberate slurs things Catholic and religion 
general, unmistakable prejudice. These objec- 
tionable elements restrict recommendation the book 
the mature reader. 
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